
BIOS & PHOTOS OF SSA 2019 BOARD MEMBERS AND COMMITTEES 

 

PRESIDENT 

Christian González-Rivera, M.U.P.   

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Social Policy (Co-Chair) 
 

Christian González-Rivera, M.U.P. is the 44th President of the State Society on 

Aging of New York. He is also a senior researcher at the Center for an Urban 

Future, a New York City-based nonprofit think-tank that develops policy and 

thought leadership around expanding the city’s economy while expanding 

economic opportunity and reducing inequality. He is the author of several studies 

on older immigrants in New York City, including The New Face of New York’s 

Seniors and The Aging Apple. Previously, Christian researched housing policy at 

the Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy at New York University, and 

spent four years as the research manager at the Greenlining Institute in Berkeley, 

California, where he authored and supported research on a variety of subjects.  Christian is also a 

member of the Sterling Network, a group of systems leaders from New York City’s government, non-

profit, and business sectors working together to tackle the challenge of economic mobility across the 

five boroughs. In 2016 City and State named Christian one of New York City's 40 Under 40 Rising 

Stars. His work has been covered in both English- and Spanish-language media outlets, including 

the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, New York Daily News, City and State, Univision, and others. 

He holds a bachelors in urban studies from Columbia University and a masters in urban planning from 

New York University's Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY 

Melissa Lang, DrPH, MPH, MPA, MA   

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee  
 

Dr. Lang has over 20 years of senior and CEO-level experience in community-based non-profit health 

services and currently serves as Chief Executive Officer of Gilda’s Club Westchester which offers 

psychosocial cancer support to over 4,000 individuals each year.  She brings a range of experience in 

community-based health services, including healthcare management, program development, and public 

policy advocacy. In addition to her current work in the field of psychosocial oncology, her background 

includes several years of experience in hospice and palliative care, long-term care and disabilities, and 

aging services. Dr. Lang is committed to the dual focus of quality of care and quality of life affecting 

older adults; her research interests focus on long-term care and community-based models for health 

services and supports. She actively engages in advocacy and policy development in a variety of settings 

on issues related to cancer treatment, family caregiving, palliative and end-of-life care, access to 

healthcare, and medical ethics. In addition to her current work at SSA, she served as a New York State 

Long-Term Care Ombudsman; President of The Center for Aging in Place; and currently serves as Vice 

Chair for the Westchester Public/Private Partnership where she also Chairs the Research Committee. 

 



TREASURER 

Robert F. Maiden, PhD    

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Finance Committee Chair  
 

Dr. Maiden serves as the Director of the program leading to the BA degree in 

Gerontology. A Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America and the 

American Association for Gerontology in Higher Education and a Diplomate-

Fellow in psychopharmacology (certified by International College of Prescribing 

Psychologists), he maintains a part-time practice as a licensed clinical 

psychologist dealing with marriage, family and child issues, alcohol and 

substance abuse, and geriatric problems. He is an author or co-author of 

numerous journal articles, several book chapters on counseling grandparents 

rearing their grandchildren, and co-author of a book that deals with various aspects of the aging 

experience in rural settings. Dr. Maiden is an avid presenter at professional conferences. He has 

presented over 100 papers at state, national, and international conferences. Many of these presentations 

were co-authored by students. Dr. Maiden welcomes students into his lab and as research collaborators. 

 

PAST PRESIDENT 
 

Tina Maschi, Ph.D   

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Social Policy Committee (Co-Chair) 
 

Dr. Tina Maschi is an associate professor at the Fordham University Graduate 

School of Social Service in New York City and licensed clinical social work 

with advanced certification. She is a past president of the State Society on 

Aging of New York and currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Social Policy 

Committee of the SSA. Her research, practice, and advocacy efforts are at the 

intersection of aging, trauma, health, and justice. Dr. Maschi is also is a 

licensed clinical social worker and researcher/scholar with a specific focus on 

older people involved in the criminal justice system and forensic social work.  

 

 

 

  



 

Thomas V. Caprio, MD, MPH, MS, FACP, AGSF, FAAHPM  

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Governance Committee Co-Chair 
 

Dr. Thomas Caprio is an Associate Professor of Medicine, Dentistry, Clinical 

Nursing, and Public Health Sciences at the University of Rochester Medical 

Center in Rochester, New York.  He serves as director of the Finger Lakes 

Geriatric Education Center, director of the geriatric medicine fellowship 

training program, and director of the University of Rochester geriatric 

assessment clinic.  Dr. Caprio is the Chief Medical Officer for UR Medicine 

Home Care and the Medical Director for the Visiting Nurse Hospice and 

Palliative Care program.  He is Past-President for the National Association of 

Geriatric Education Centers and the National Association for Geriatric 

Education, as well as the Past-President of the State Society on Aging of New 

York.  Dr. Caprio received his medical degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo, 

completed residency, fellowship, and post-doctoral studies at the University of Rochester, and earned 

both a Master’s of Public Health and a Master’s in Health Professions Education from the University of 

Rochester.  He is board certified in internal medicine, geriatric medicine, hospice and palliative 

medicine.  He is a fellow of the American College of Physicians, the American Geriatrics Society and 

the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 

 

 

 

Mary Ann Erickson, PhD   

SSA Board, SSA Award Committee Chair, SSA Nominations Committee Chair, SSA Student 

Committee Chair 

Mary Ann Erickson, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Gerontology at Ithaca College, 

and Coordinator of Integrative Studies.  She received her B.A. from the University 

of Rochester with a double major in Math and Music History and Theory, and her 

Ph.D. in Human Development from Cornell.  Her early research with mentor Phyllis 

Moen focused on the intergenerational transmission of gender roles.  She then 

turned to studying planning for housing transitions and their effect on social 

integration.  Her current research focuses on the scholarship of teaching and learning 

in gerontology, with a particular interest in applying contemplative pedagogy to 

gerontology education.   Dr. Erickson has been a member of SSA since 

1996.  During those years she has served as Membership Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, President-Elect, and 

President (2016 and 2017).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Danielle D. Gagne, PhD 

SSA Board 
 

Dr. Danielle D. Gagne is an Associate Professor of Psychology at Alfred 

University, where she teaches introductory and advanced courses for both the 

Psychology and Gerontology programs on topics such as Ageism, the 

Psychology of Death and Dying, and Cognition and Aging.   Her current 

research is focused on the manifestation of ageism in children, digital death and 

grief, and “green” options for end of life. 

 

 

 

 

Janna C. Heyman, PhD, LMSW 

SSA Membership Committee Chair, SSA Program and Education Committee Co-Chair 
 

Dr. Janna Heyman is Professor and Endowed Chair of the Henry C. Ravazzin 

Center on Aging and Intergenerational Studies at Fordham University 

Graduate School of Social Service. Dr. Heyman has written numerous grants 

and published in health care, aging, palliative care, and social work education. 

In 2018, Dr. Heyman and Dr. Congress co-edited Health and Social Work: 

Practice, Policy and Research.  She has taught social work research, advanced 

research, and social welfare policy courses in both the MSW and the PhD 

program.  Dr. Heyman is a Fellow at the New York Academy of Medicine and 

a Fellow at the national Gerontological Society of America. She is also a Past-

President of the State Society on Aging (SSA) and was awarded the SSA Walter M. Beattie Jr. Award.   

Dr. Heyman was awarded an Academic Excellence Award by the American Public Human Service 

Association for outstanding education and training in the field of human services. Prior to entering 

academia, Dr. Heyman was a researcher/policy analyst and served as Deputy Director of a large federal 

and state health care planning agency. 

 

Annette Marie Hintenach, MSSW 

SSA Board 

Annette Marie Hintenach, MSSW, is a gerontological social worker with fifteen 

years of experience in the field of Aging. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

English from the University of California, Los Angeles and a Master’s degree in 

Social Work and a Minor certificate in Law from Columbia University. She has 

worked in both inpatient and outpatient settings of care and has worked on 

several national research and policy initiatives regarding access to healthcare 

and entitlement programs including Medicare and Medicaid. For over ten years, 

she worked as the Senior Education Specialist at the James J. Peters VA 

Medical Center’s Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) in 

Bronx, NY. In this role, she was responsible for the development, 

administration, and sustainment of geriatrics education and training programs. 

From 2013-2019, she served as the Program Manager for the GRECC's Hudson Valley Rural Geriatric 



Education Collaborative, a multi-site rural health training and education initiative that prepares 

associated health trainees to provide high quality healthcare to older rural Veterans. Ms. Hintenach is a 

graduate of the Leadership, Effectiveness, Accountability, and Development (LEAD) Program, a 

national Veterans Health Administration leadership program that develops core leadership competencies 

and helps prepare individuals for higher levels of responsibility within the federal government. Ms. 

Hintenach is currently a second-year doctoral student at Fordham University's Graduate School of Social 

Service, where she is studying social policy and gerontology. Upon graduation, Ms. Hintenach plans to 

pursue a career as a geriatric health services researcher and professional. 

 

 

Jurgis Karuza, PhD   

SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Governance Committee Co-Chair 
 

Dr. Jurgis Karuza is adjunct professor of medicine at the University of 

Rochester Medical Center, where he works with the Health Resources and 

Services Administration funded Geriatric Workforce Enhancement Program. 

He also is Professor and former Chair of Psychology at SUNY Buffalo State.  

With over 80 publications and 100 presentations, Dr. Karuza’s research 

themes focus on physician practice, quality of long-term care, and program 

evaluation.  Dr. Karuza did his undergraduate work in Psychology and in 

Philosophy at Northwestern University in Evanston Illinois, received his 

Ph.D. in Psychology from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan, and 

was awarded a Specialist Certificate in Psychology of Aging from the University of Michigan/Wayne 

State University Institute of Gerontology. 

 

Lakshman Kalasapudi   

SSA Board, SSA Electronic Communications and Publications, Chair 
 

Lakshman Kalasapudi was Deputy Director of India Home from 2014 to 

2018. India Home is the largest senior services agency that provides 

culturally competent services to immigrant South Asians in New York City. 

Lakshman oversaw the development of the organization and expanded 

services from senior center programs to case management, mental health 

programs, and advocacy. He is excited to serve on the board of SSA and 

advocate for immigrant older adults and older adults of color. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



James C. O’Neal, MA  

SSA Board, SSA Diversity Committee Chair, SSA Planning and Development Chair, SSA 

Program and Education Committee Co-Chair 
  

James C. O’Neal is an United Nations Representative of the International 

Federation on Ageing and is an independent consultant on older adult human 

rights and healthcare issues. After years of community healthcare education 

and advocacy for older adults, primarily in ethnic and racial communities of 

New York City, James retired in 2015 to begin the “next phase of life” -  still 

advocating for older adults. Mr. O’Neal is a Past-President of the State Society 

on Aging of New York (2003), and is on the Board of Directors of SSA where 

he is chair of the Diversity Committee.  He serves on the Board of Directors on 

a number of New York City’s Interagency Councils on Aging, NY State and 

community Advisory Boards on community development and human rights for 

older persons, in addition to duties at the United Nations.  James has been the 

recipient of many community leadership and service awards including SSA’s Advocate for Older Adults 

Award and the Walter Beattie Award for outstanding contributions and commitment to the work of the 

State Society on Aging of New York. James O’Neal is an undergraduate of Franklin and Marshall 

College, Lancaster, PA, and earned his MA from New York University in New York City. 

 

 

Manoj Pardasani, Ph.D., LCSW, ACSW 

SSA Board 
 

Dr. Manoj Pardasani is an Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional 

Education at Hunter College, CUNY,  Previously, he was a Senior 

Associate Dean, Faculty Research Scholar at the Ravazzin Center for Social 

Work Research in Aging and Associate Professor at the Fordham 

University Graduate School of Social Service. He has a Master's of Social 

Work degree and a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) from the Wurzweiler 

School of Social Work, Yeshiva  University. He is the nation’s leading 

researcher on senior centers and has conducted a number of studies on 

senior center programming, characteristics of senior center administrators 

and participants, and policy advocacy by senior centers, which have been 

published in peer-reviewed, academic journals.   He serves as the Principal 

Researcher on the National Institute of Senior Centers (NISC) and has been a part of their Research, 

New Models and Policy sub-committees.  He has also evaluated community-based programs for older 

adults such as home-based case management, geriatric mental health and friendly visitor programs.  His 

studies have directly led to strategic improvements in program models, caseload sizes and increased 

funding for community-based services for older adults. He is the past President of the New York State 

Society on Aging (SSA), the Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA) and the National Social 

Welfare Alliance. He is the Chair of the National Nominating Committee of the Council of Social Work 

Education (CSWE) and a Fellow in the New York Academy of Medicine.  In 2012, he was the recipient 

of the prestigious German Academic Exchange Fellowship (DAAD).  In 2016, he was awarded the Mid-

Career Exemplary Social Work Leader Award by the National Association of Social Workers (NASW). 


