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BIOS & PHOTOS OF SSA 2020 BOARD MEMBERS  
 

SSA BOARD OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
Christian González-Rivera, M.U.P.   
SSA President, SSA Executive Committee 

Christian González-Rivera, M.U.P. is the President of the State Society on Aging 
of New York. Christian González-Rivera is the Director of Strategic Policy 
Initiatives at the Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging.  His work is to translate 
results and findings from Brookdale’s academic research and demonstration 
projects into policy and practice, create strategic partnerships across institutions 
and organizations, and help formulate and communicate Brookdale’s policy 
priorities.    Before coming to Brookdale, Christian spent seven years as a senior 
researcher at the Center for an Urban Future (CUF), where he lead the 
organization’s work in the area of workforce development policy and older adults 

policy. His signature achievement at CUF was to place the needs of New York’s growing and 
increasingly diverse older adult population firmly onto the radar of policymakers, elected officials, and 
city and state agencies.  Prior to that researched he researched housing policy at the Furman Center for 
Real Estate and Urban Policy at New York University.  As the research manager at the Greenlining 
Institute in Berkeley, California (since relocated to Oakland, CA), he authored and supported  research 
on housing, philanthropy, diversity in the healthcare workforce, access to financial services, consumer 
protection, and the green economy.  Christian is also a fellow of the Sterling Network, a group of system 
leaders from New York City’s government, non-profit, and business sectors working together to expand 
economic justice across the five boroughs.  In 2016, City and State named Christian one of New York 
City’s 40 Under 40 Rising Stars. . His work has been covered in both English- and Spanish-language 
media outlets, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Daily News, Next City, City and 
State, Gotham Gazette, Univision, NY1, WNYC, KPFA, and others.  He holds a bachelors in urban 
studies from Columbia University and a masters in urban planning from New York University's Robert 
F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service. 
 

VICE PRESIDENT & PRESIDENT ELECT 
Melissa Lang, DrPH, MPH, MPA, MA   
SSA Vice President & President-Elect, SSA Executive Committee  
 
Dr. Lang has over 20 years of senior and CEO-level experience in community-based non-profit health 
services and currently serves as President and CEO of the Agency on Aging of South Central 
Connecticut (AOASCC).  Prior to AOASCC, she was Chief Executive Officer of Gilda’s Club 
Westchester which offers psychosocial cancer support to over 4,000 individuals each year.  She brings a 
range of experience in community-based health services, including healthcare management, program 
development, and public policy advocacy. In addition to her current work, her background includes 
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several years of experience in hospice and palliative care, long-term care and disabilities, and aging 
services. Dr. Lang is committed to the dual focus of quality of care and quality of life affecting older 
adults; her research interests focus on long-term care and community-based models for health services 
and supports. She actively engages in advocacy and policy development in a variety of settings on issues 
related to cancer treatment, family caregiving, palliative and end-of-life care, access to healthcare, and 
medical ethics. In addition to her current work at SSA, she served as a New York State Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman; President of The Center for Aging in Place; and currently serves as Vice Chair for the 
Westchester Public/Private Partnership where she also Chairs the Research Committee. 
 
SECRETARY 
Danielle D. Gagne, PhD 
SSA Board 
 

Dr. Danielle D. Gagne is an Associate Professor of Psychology at Alfred 
University, where she teaches introductory and advanced courses for both the 
Psychology and Gerontology programs on topics such as Ageism, the 
Psychology of Death and Dying, and Cognition and Aging.   Her current 
research is focused on the manifestation of ageism in children, digital death and 
grief, and “green” options for end of life. 
 

 

TREASURER 
Robert F. Maiden, PhD    
SSA Board, SSA Executive Committee, SSA Finance Committee Chair  
 

Dr. Maiden serves as the Director of the program leading to the BA degree in 
Gerontology. A Fellow of the Gerontological Society of America and the 
American Association for Gerontology in Higher Education and a Diplomate-
Fellow in psychopharmacology (certified by International College of Prescribing 
Psychologists), he maintains a part-time practice as a licensed clinical 
psychologist dealing with marriage, family and child issues, alcohol and 
substance abuse, and geriatric problems. He is an author or co-author of 
numerous journal articles, several book chapters on counseling grandparents 

rearing their grandchildren, and co-author of a book that deals with various aspects of the aging 
experience in rural settings. Dr. Maiden is an avid presenter at professional conferences. He has 
presented over 100 papers at state, national, and international conferences. Many of these presentations 
were co-authored by students. Dr. Maiden welcomes students into his lab and as research collaborators. 
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SSA BOARD MEMBERS 
 
 
Jackie Berman, PhD  
SSA Board, SSA Student Committee Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Debra Fromm Faria, PhD  
SSA Board, SSA Governance Committee Co-Chair 
   

Debra Fromm Faria joined the Brockport faculty in 2001. She has 
administered training grants focusing on child welfare, gerontological social 
work, health and mental health services. As co-director for the Center for 
Excellence in Gerontological Social Work, Professor Faria coordinates the 
MSW Graduate Certificate program in Gerontological Social Work, and 
develops/implements continuing geriatric education programming for students 
and health care professionals. Research areas include field education, 
scholarship of teaching, collaborative interprofessional geriatric assessment 
models, and international social work education. She has served on a number 
of professional and advisory boards including: the National Advisory Board of 
the Council on Social Work Education's (CSWE) Gero-Ed Center, CSWE 
Field Council, State Society on Aging, NYS National Association of Social 

Workers. She currently serves as on the CSWE Commission on Accreditation and the board of Linkages 
of Rochester. As a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, her clinical and administrative practice is in the 
areas of gerontological and medical social work. 
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Janna C. Heyman, PhD, LMSW 
SSA Board, SSA Program and Education Committee Chair 
 

Dr. Janna Heyman is Professor and Endowed Chair of the Henry C. Ravazzin 
Center on Aging and Intergenerational Studies at Fordham University 
Graduate School of Social Service. Dr. Heyman has written numerous grants 
and published in health care, aging, palliative care, and social work education. 
In 2018, Dr. Heyman and Dr. Congress co-edited Health and Social Work: 
Practice, Policy and Research.  She has taught social work research, advanced 
research, and social welfare policy courses in both the MSW and the PhD 
program.  Dr. Heyman is a Fellow at the New York Academy of Medicine and 
a Fellow at the national Gerontological Society of America. She is also a Past-

President of the State Society on Aging (SSA) and was awarded the SSA Walter M. Beattie Jr. Award.   
Dr. Heyman was awarded an Academic Excellence Award by the American Public Human Service 
Association for outstanding education and training in the field of human services. Prior to entering 
academia, Dr. Heyman was a researcher/policy analyst and served as Deputy Director of a large federal 
and state health care planning agency. 

 
 
 
 
Annette Marie Hintenach, MSSW 
SSA Board, SSA Student Committee Co-Chair, SSA Program and Education Committee 
 

Annette Marie Hintenach, MSSW, is a gerontological social worker with fifteen 
years of experience in the field of Aging. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
English from the University of California, Los Angeles and a Master’s degree in 
Social Work and a Minor certificate in Law from Columbia University. She has 
worked in both inpatient and outpatient settings of care and has worked on 
several national research and policy initiatives regarding access to healthcare 
and entitlement programs including Medicare and Medicaid. For over ten years, 
she worked as the Senior Education Specialist at the James J. Peters VA 
Medical Center’s Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) in 
Bronx, NY. In this role, she was responsible for the development, 
administration, and sustainment of geriatrics education and training programs. 

From 2013-2019, she served as the Program Manager for the GRECC's Hudson Valley Rural Geriatric 
Education Collaborative, a multi-site rural health training and education initiative that prepares 
associated health trainees to provide high quality healthcare to older rural Veterans. Ms. Hintenach is a 
graduate of the Leadership, Effectiveness, Accountability, and Development (LEAD) Program, a 
national Veterans Health Administration leadership program that develops core leadership competencies 
and helps prepare individuals for higher levels of responsibility within the federal government. Ms. 
Hintenach is currently a second-year doctoral student at Fordham University's Graduate School of Social 
Service, where she is studying social policy and gerontology. Upon graduation, Ms. Hintenach plans to 
pursue a career as a geriatric health services researcher and professional. 
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Judith L. Howe, PhD, MPA 
SSA Board, SSA Governance Committee 
 

Dr. Howe is Professor in the Brookdale Department of Geriatrics and 
Palliative Medicine at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai and 
Associate Director/Education and Evaluation and Deputy Director, VISN 2 
Geriatrics Research, Education and Clinical Center at the Bronx VAMC.  She 
obtained her PhD in Social Welfare from Fordham University and her MPA 
from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.  She has many years of 
experience in the field of aging in areas such as program planning and 
evaluation, aging policy, education, curriculum development, 
interprofessional education and teamwork, and community improvement.  Dr. 
Howe worked as a staff member in the US House of Representatives and 
Senate and at the National Institute on Aging, NIH in program planning, 
evaluation, and legislative affairs. Working for many years in the East 
Harlem, NY community, Dr. Howe spearheaded housing for low-income 
older adults in that community through a grant from the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. She has been or is the Director or Co-Director of several 
interprofessional team and rural training initiatives, including the John A. Hartford Foundation funded 
Geriatric Interdisciplinary Team Training program, the Quentin Burdick Program for Interdisciplinary 
Rural Training, and the VA Rural Interdisciplinary Team Training Program. She was the Director of the 
New York Consortium of Geriatric Education Centers from 2005 to 2015. She has presented at many 
national, published widely in peer-reviewed journals, edited or co-edited three books on aging and is the 
current Editor-in-Chief of Gerontology and Geriatrics Education.  Dr. Howe is the Chair of the Academy 
of Gerontology in Higher Education (AGHE) of the Gerontological Society of America (GSA). She is a 
Fellow of AGHE, GSA and the New York Academy of Medicine.  
 
Tina Maschi, Ph.D   
SSA Board 
 

Dr. Tina Maschi is an associate professor at the Fordham University Graduate 
School of Social Service in New York City and licensed clinical social work 
with advanced certification. She is a past president of the State Society on 
Aging of New York and currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Social Policy 
Committee of the SSA. Her research, practice, and advocacy efforts are at the 
intersection of aging, trauma, health, and justice. Dr. Maschi is also is a 
licensed clinical social worker and researcher/scholar with a specific focus on 
older people involved in the criminal justice system and forensic social work.  
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Mary Beth Quaranta Morrissey, PhD, MPH, JD 

SSA Board, SSA Social Policy Chair 
 
Mary Beth Quaranta Morrissey, PhD, MPH, JD, a health and 
gerontological social work researcher and health care attorney, holds 
fellow and adjunct faculty appointments in Fordham University’s 
Global Healthcare Innovation Management Center, Gabelli School of 
Business, and Graduate School of Social Service; and serves as senior 
advisor for health policy and ethics to the Finger Lakes Geriatric 
Education Center at University of Rochester Medical Center.  
Morrissey’s scholarship, policy practice and research concentrate on 
pain, suffering and resilience among marginalized older adults. In her 

recent work, she is leading efforts to develop and disseminate next-generation models of palliative care 
through integration of medical and social care for older adults, building palliative environments across 
all care settings and levels of the society, expanding community-based palliative care through 
cooperation with aging services agencies and faith-based communities, and developing generalist-level 
palliative care workforce standards. She has authored numerous publications, drawing on her 
interdisciplinary public health, social work and ethical perspectives, and was the recipient of the 2019 
American Public Health Association Phillip G. Weiler Award for Leadership in Aging and Public 
Health. Morrissey is founder and president of the Collaborative for Palliative Care, New York, a 
statewide leader in palliative care education, and current co-chair of the APHA Aging & Public Health 
Section’s policy committee. She is also immediate past president of the American Psychological 
Association Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology (STPP) and the National Committee 
for the Prevention of Elder Abuse, and past president of the Public Health Association of New York City 
and the State Society on Aging of New York. 

 
Manoj Pardasani, Ph.D., LCSW, ACSW 
SSA Board 
 

Dr. Manoj Pardasani is an Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional 
Education at Hunter College, CUNY,  Previously, he was a Senior 
Associate Dean, Faculty Research Scholar at the Ravazzin Center for Social 
Work Research in Aging and Associate Professor at the Fordham 
University Graduate School of Social Service. He has a Master's of Social 
Work degree and a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) from the Wurzweiler 
School of Social Work, Yeshiva  University. He is the nation’s leading 
researcher on senior centers and has conducted a number of studies on 
senior center programming, characteristics of senior center administrators 
and participants, and policy advocacy by senior centers, which have been 
published in peer-reviewed, academic journals.   He serves as the Principal 

Researcher on the National Institute of Senior Centers (NISC) and has been a part of their Research, 
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New Models and Policy sub-committees.  He has also evaluated community-based programs for older 
adults such as home-based case management, geriatric mental health and friendly visitor programs.  His 
studies have directly led to strategic improvements in program models, caseload sizes and increased 
funding for community-based services for older adults. He is the past President of the New York State 
Society on Aging (SSA), the Southwestern Social Science Association (SSSA) and the National Social 
Welfare Alliance. He is the Chair of the National Nominating Committee of the Council of Social Work 
Education (CSWE) and a Fellow in the New York Academy of Medicine.  In 2012, he was the recipient 
of the prestigious German Academic Exchange Fellowship (DAAD).  In 2016, he was awarded the Mid-
Career Exemplary Social Work Leader Award by the National Association of Social Workers (NASW). 


